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1964 And The Future - What The 
Coin Collector Can Expect To See 


With the year 1963 now closed, 
we embark upon a new year, 1964. 

As far as the overall hobby of 
coin collecting is concerned, the 
year 1963 was a banner year. Many 
events transpired, but it probably 
will be best remembered for two 
things, thus it will be known as the 
year of the teletype and the 1950-D 
nickel. 

Two major teletype networks 
were inaugurated early in 1963, 
with several smaller ones following. 


These networks operate on much 
the same basis as a stock market 
ticker, and at year end their com- 
bined volume of daily sales was ex- 
ceeding $1.5 million dollars. 

The year 1963 saw the price of 
a roll of 1950-D nickels open at 
about $375.00, with the price climb- 
ing to around $800.00 by year end. 
Thus the year 1963 saw the invest- 
or rise like the morning sun on the 
horizon, and while he has concen- 
trated on the market in current 


Coins Magazine Continues 
lts Phenomenal Growth Rate 


Coins Magazine, introduced to 
the collector two years ago, in Janu- 
ary of 1962, has enjoyed an un- 
precedented acceptance. With a cir- 
culation of over 90,000 copies per 
issue, comprised of subscribers, na- 
tional news stand and coin shop 
sales, it enjoys the largest circula- 
tion of any magazine in the coin 
field. 


With the January, 1964, issue 
the contents were increased by 25% 
jumping from 64 to 80 pages month- 
ly. Serving a two-fold purpose, 
this enlargement enables us to ac- 
commodate more anxious advertis- 
ers, wihch in turn gives the reader a 
larger field to choose from when 
buying, and provides the room nec- 
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rolls, the prices of other coins have 
been drawn up at the same time. 

Now that 1963 is gone, it is time 
to take a look and see what is in 
store for 1964. This year should 
become known as the year of the 
BIG CHANGES, the year in which 
the armor of the Treasury Depart- 
ment and the Bureau of the Mint 
begins to crack, so far as its long 
time policies relative to coinage are 
concerned. 

Already we have the new Ken- 
nedy  half-dollar replacing the 
Franklin, after only fifteen years. 
Franklin is the first man, among 
those who have been honored by 
a place on a regular issue coin of 
the United States, to be replaced 
by another. This breaks the prece- 
dent so far as both the old twenty- 
five year rule and the replacing of 
a national heroes’ portrait are con- 
cerned. 

With a complete set of Franklin 
halves consisting of only 35 coins, 
this should become a popular series 
with collectors. The key coin in 
the series is the 1949 Philadelphia 
piece, and its price is quite reason- 
able. Even with this coin it is 
still easy to complete a set of Frank- 
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The Future 
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lin halves in uncirculated condition 
for less than $100.00 

Most coins in the _ Liberty 
Warking half-dollar series are still 
priced quite low, so many collectors 
should spill over from the Franklin 
series to this series. This event 
could be the one which brings the 
entire half-dollar series into the 
light of popularity. Because of 
their larger size they are much bet- 
ter examples of the workmanship 
of our minting institutions than the 
lower denominations. 

Then there is the distinct possi- 
bility that our mints will once again 
be turning out silver dollars by mid- 
year. Although Congress has yet 
to approve the grant which will 
authorize their coinage, it was in- 
troduced as one of the last requests 
of President Kennedy. ‘The sum 
requested was $675,000, which 
would allow the coinage of 50,000,- 
000 pieces. 

Already there have been influ- 
ential suggestions made that the 
portrait of Franklin be placed on 
the new silver dollars when their 
coinage is finally renewed. With 
this in mind it is quite possible that 
Franklin may be leaving the numis- 
matic scene only temporarily. 

With these other changes in coin 
design as precedents, and the Jef- 
ferson nickel and Washington quar- 
ter eligible for change without the 
enactment of special Congressional 
legislation, it is possible’ that 
changes in their design will be 
forthcoming here in the near 
future. 

The price of silver, although it 
has held steady for the past tew 
months, is constantly moving up- 
ward. Eventually this will neces- 
sitate that our country drop to base 
silver or base metal coinage, as it 
will soon become uneconomical to 
coin .900 fine silver. Most other 
countries of the world have discon- 
tinued the coinage of coin silver, 
and it is only a matter of time 
until the United States follows suit. 

While it is conceded that the 
most immediate problem facing the 
Bureau of the Mint is the construc- 
tion of the new mint at Philadel- 
phia, there is a strong possibility 
that the old San Francisco mint will 
be re-opened for coinage operations 
in the near future. 


As recently as six months ago, 
Miss Eva Adams, Director of the 
Mint, advised Representative Shelly 


Publication 
Frequency Of 
Club Bulletin 


From the correspondence received 
since the publication of the Novem- 
ber, 1963, Club Bulletin, it has be- 
come obvious that many club secre- 
taries think this is a monthly pub- 
lication. 


This is not the case, and it was 
not at any time our desire to leave 
this impression. At the present 
time it is our aim to bring the Club 
Bulletin out on an approximate 
quarterly basis, with possibly as 
many as five issues appearing dur- 
ing a one year period. 


In any event the Club Bulletin 
will not appear on a stringently set 
frequency, rather it will appear on 
a seasonal basis, at such times as 
we have something really worth- 
while to pass on to the clubs. 


Perhaps at some time in the 
future, when the demand warrants 
it, the publication frequency will 
be advanced. 


of California that “had it been pos- 
sible for mint administrators in 1955 
to foresee the drastic increase in 
mand for coins (at the present), 
is possible that a decision would a 
have been made to lose the San 
Francisco Mint . . .” 

. I have high hopes that the 
San Francisco Mint building will 
some day be active again and play 
an important part in the over-all 
operations of the Bureau of the 
Mint.” 

Perhaps Mint and Treasury of- 
ficials will even begin to look upon 
commemorative half-dollars with 
much of the favor they once did. 
With their present fast changing 
patterns of behavior, it is possible 
that we could once again be em- 
barking of a pattern not dissimilar 
from the one of the 1930’s. 

All things taken into considera- 
tion, the years ahead should be ex- 
tremely active and interesting ones 
for all collectors. It seems that in 
everything, not just in coin collect- 
ing, but in everyday life, continues 
to transpire at an ever quickening 
tempo. 


Ge 


Coins Magazine 


Contd. from Page 1 
essary for publishing a larger num- 
ber of educational articles. 

Coincident with the issuance of 
the first enlarged edition of Coins 
Magazine, we were able to bring 
collectors another numismatic first. 
The cover of this January issue de- 
picted final plasters from which the 
master die for the 1964 Canadian 
Confederation commemorative sil- 
ver dollar was made. 
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Coin Chicanery, 


Seem Tht Cw OTS Philatelic Fakery 


Coins Magazine Now 80 Pages 
Ce ee ie) 


This photograph was supplied to 
“The Coin Collector’s Capital’ by 
the Royal Canadian Mint in Otta- 
wa, for the express purpose of being 
published on the cover of that issue 
of Coins Magazine. After it was 
first revealed to collectors on that 
January issue, which was released 
in late November, the photographs 
were again used in all other publi- 
cations originating from Iola. 

In its two years of publication, 
Coins Magazine has become recog- 
nized as one of the truly vital pub- 
lications in the coin collecting hob- 
by, by both collectors and dealers. 
The publication of the 1964 Canadi- 
an dollar photo is only one of many 
firsts Coins Magazine has supplied 
its readers during the past two 
years, and you can expect this 
policy of searching for the import- 
ant stories to continue. 

Any interested collector who is a 
club member may obtain a sample 
copy of Coins Magazine by simply 
sending a request to the Circula- 
tion Department, Coins Magazine, 
Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 
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Dies For New Kennedy Half-Dollar 


’ Being Prepared For Early Coinage 
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New Half-dollar will incorporate Kennedy bust on the obverse 
and Presidential Seal on the reverse. 


Here we give you an advance 
glimpse of the Kennedy half-dollar, 
which will be released early this 
year, through a composite illustra- 
tion of the suggested design. This 
design was first presented to the 
collectors of this nation in the Janu- 
ary 6, 1964, issue of Numismatic 
News. 

The minting of this new coin, 
which will replace the Franklin half- 
dollar as the regular issue, was re- 
quested by President Johnson, in 
message sent to congress on Decem- 
ber 10th. Just hours later Repre- 
sentative Patman of Texas intro- 
duced a bill (H.R. 9413) “to pro- 
vide for the coinage of 50-cent 
pieces bearing the likeness of John 
Fitzgerald Kennedy.” 

Referred to the House Committee 


on Banking and Currency, the bill 
received almost immediate action, 
being favorably reported out of 
committee on December 12th. 
Passing the House on December 
17th, the bill was sent on to the 
Senate, where it was favorably 
voted through on December 18th. 
The bill became law when it was 
signed by President Johnson. 

The enactment of this special 
legislation was necessary because 
of our coinage laws, which stipulate 
that the Treasury Department may 
not change the design of a regular 
coin unless it has appeared for a 
total of twenty-five years. In the 
case of the Franklin half-dollar, 
this design had been used for only 
fifteen years. In producing the 
necessary legislation in such a short 


Club News Capably Handled By 
Staffer Evelyn Stoltenberg 


One very important person in the 
production of Numismatic News, 
one who has received little recogni- 
tion, is Mrs. Evelyn Stoltenberg. 
For the past year the responsibility 
for writing up most of the club news 
which crosses the desk of the editor 
has been in her capable hands. 

As she is the one who has to 
decipher the hieroglyphics which we 
often receive as club reports, she 
is constantly urging club secre- 
taries to: “Use a typewriter when 
putting your reports down on 
paper, or at least print or write 
plainly, as this will forestall the 
embarrassment of misspelling 
names or places.” 


Born in a rural area near Iola, 





Evelyn has resided in the village 
since 1947. Outside her office hours, 
she is a full time wife and mother 
of four children, three daughters 
and a son. 

Prior to joining the News staff, 
Evelyn had spent some five years 
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time, Congress acted with as much 
expedience as it ever has in the en- 
actment of coinage legislation. 

The coin had hardly been re- 
quested by President Johnson be- 
fore mint engravers began working 
on the manufacture of the dies, 
making trial impressions of existing 
renderings of the Kennedy bust and 
Presidential Seal, to see what 
changes would have to be made 
before the designs were adopted 
for coinage. 

The obverse of the coin will carry 
the bust of Kennedy much as it 
appears on the Presidential medal 
produced by the Mint, a design 
which was personally approved by 
the late President, while the re- 
verse will carry the Presidential 
Seal as it appears on the reverse of 
that medal. The lettering will no 
doubt remain much as it has ap- 
peared on the Franklin half-dollar, 
with “E Pluribus Unum” appearing 
on the ribbon above the eagle in 
the Presidential Seal. 

We at “The Coin Collector’s 
Capital” have enjoyed putting our 
research facilities to work in bring- 
ing collectors this advance glimpse 
at the most significant coin of our 
time. As we have done in the past, 
we will continue to keep our reader- 
ship fully informed of fast-breaking 
numismatic events, utilizing the col- 
lectors insight. This insight can 
only be provided by a staff of numis- 
matists with an active and long- 
time experience. 


reporting local events for the Ap- 
pleton Post-Crescent and _ Iola 
Herald. It was during this time 
that she caught the attention of 
the News staff by doing two feature 
stories on publisher Chester L. 
Krause for the Post-Crescent. 

In addition to writing up the 
club news reports, she handles sev- 
eral other duties. Among these 
other responsibilities is the duty of 
keeping club file changes up-to- 
date, and at this time of the year, 
with all the changes in officers, 
this is nearly a full time job in 
itself. 

Though not an avid numismatist, 
Evelyn has developed a keen inter- 
est in the coin collecting hobby 
since joining the staff. Her collec- 
tion consists of “several Indian 
Cents, and a complete set of un- 
circulated 1963 Canadian coins, a 
present given this last Christmas 
by the boss.” 


Send Your Club Bulletins To 
lola, Obtain More Publicity 


While we desire to have personal 
reports from club secretaries im- 
mediately after each meeting, so 
that a timely report can be pub- 
lished in the pages of Numismatic 
News, we also want to receive the 
club bulletins. 

Much valuable and timely infor- 
mation is obtained from the report 
of the secretary, but of necessity 
many newsworthy details are 
omitted in these reports. The only 
way we can pick such information 
up for publication is by receiving 
the club bulletins regularly. 

Club bulletins often contain val- 
uable information regarding com- 
mittee action, especially the plan- 
ning for future convention, exhibit, 
or bourse meetings, which is not 
normally included in the report 
from the secretary. 

It is our desire to bring to the 
readers of Numismatic News as 


much club news from each and 
every club as it is possible to pre- 
sent, but to do this we must have 
the material from which to work, 
both club reports and reports from 
the secretary after each meeting. 

If you club does not at present 
have Numismatic News on its mail- 
ing list to receive its club bulletins 
as they are released, we urge that 
you do so. 

Remember, we are always look- 
ing for interesting news items to 
present our readers, who are vitally 
interested in the activities of other 
areas, and it is only through your 
cooperation that we can satisfy 
their desires. 

See to it that this cooperation 
is provided by sending a copy of 
your next club bulletin, and all sub- 
sequent isuses, is sent to: Club 
News Editor, Numismatic News, 
Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


Sample Copies Of Numismatic News 
Made Available For All Coin Shows 


With the spring conventions now 
coming into sight, it seems an op- 
portune time to remind club secre- 
taries that Numismatic News is 
glad to supply sample copies for 
distribution at all shows. 

Numismatic News makes a nice 
presentation item for the registra- 
tion table, with copies being given 
to visitors as they register, or it 
can be placed on a table so that 
those who desire to do so can pick 
up a copy. 

Every issue of Numismatic News 
carries a STANDARD PRICE 
GUIDE of the most popular United 
States and Canadian coins, which is 
stitched in the center. This is an 
ever popular feature with collectors 
at coin shows, as they want an all- 
inclusive and up-to-date GUIDE to 
use as a reference when buying or 
selling. 

Requests for sample copies of 
Numismatic News should be mailed 
well in advance of the date of the 
convention, show, or meeting. It 
is best if such requests arrive at 
Iola at least four weeks in ad- 


vance of the date, thus allowing 
sufficient time for proper process- 
ing. 

When requests are received 
less than four weeks in advance, 


ATTENTION 


We have punched this Club 
Report so that it can be easily 
inserted in a standard three-ring 
binder. This has been done so 
that the club secretary can easi- 
ly keep the issues on file for 
future reference. New subjects 
pertaining to the improvement 
of club activities will be treated 
in each issue, with no imme- 
diate rehashing of old subjects. 
So, in order to keep these ideas 
at hand for use in the future, 
it will be necessary for the club 
secretary to retain all issues. 





Clubs Reminded 
National Coin 


Week Draws Near 


NCW, those three letters which 
stand for so much, National Coin 
Week, is just around the corner. 
Held annually during the month 
of April, this year the week of April 
18 to 26 has been designated. 

Jack R. Koch, ANA general 
chariman for NCW, has urged that 
clubs start planning now for their 
participation in this competition. 
Koch has indicated that the first 
clubs are going out this month. 

Clubs are afforded a wonderful 
NCW mailings for ANA member 
opportunity to introduce the hobby 
of coin collecting to the general 
populace during this week, and in 
this way enlist more members for 
their club. This is done by obtain- 
ing space in local papers, and time 
over radio and television stations. 

Member clubs of the ANA can 
obtain full details on participation 
in the NCW promotion by contact- 
ing the general chairman: Jack R. 
Koch, Box 802, Moses Lake, Wash- 
ington. 


delivery can not be guaranteed, 
while those received within two 
weeks of the show date are respec- 
tively declined. To allow a reason- 
able and satisfactory amount of 
time for delivery by the postal de- 
partment, it is mandatory that 
this long delivery time be provided 
for. 

It also takes time to process a 
request once it arrives at Iola. After 
leaving Iola, experience has taught 
that it takes at least two weeks for 
mail delivery of bulk shipment to 
either the east or west coast. 

The person taking the responsi- 
bility for ordering sample copies of 
Numismatic News for a convention, 
show, or meeting should include 
with the request a statement of the 
number of copies desired. In addi- 
tion, if they are to be shipped direct 
to a hotel or other public building, 
this should be stated, along with 
the name of the person who will be 
in charge of receiving the shipment. 

Requests for sample copies 
should include the dates of the 
show, and be addressed to: Mr. 
Harry D. Becker, Circulation De- 
partment, Numismatic News, Iola, 
Wisconsin, 54945. 
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Federal Reserve Banks List 


Six Films For Club Showing 


Among the most popular pro- 
grams presented at most club meet- 
ings are those which feature films 
relating to money. In this, the 
first of a series of articles listing 
a wide variety of films which are 
available for free showing, we shall 
outline those available from the 
Federal Reserve Banks. 

In future installments we shall 
list other films available from a 
wide variety of sources. These 
films will cover a variety of subjects, 
from elementary films which dis- 
cuss everyday monetary transac- 
tions, to specialized films treating 
Biblical coins. 

These films also come in a wide 
variety of sizes, 16mm sound and 
non-sound, 8mm, and 35mm slides 
and strips, of varying lengths, in 
both black and white and color. 

One thing they all have in com- 
mon are the conditions under which 
they are loaned out, FREE. The 
requiremnet in most cases is that 
the club request a showing date as 
far in advance as possible, and that 
postage both ways be paid by the 
club. No admission may _ be 
charged for the showing of these 
films. 

The Federal Reserve Banks of 
this country have available six films 
which are available on loan from 
the banks in each district. These 
are all 16mm sound movies. 


MONEY ON THE MOVE — 
THE FEDERAL RESERVE TO- 
DAY: This film takes you be- 
hind the imposing walls of the na- 
tion’s Federal Reserve Banks to see 
how the cash you use comes into 
circulation . . . and is eventually 
withdrawn for flaming destruction 
when worn out. 

See how your personal checks 
are processed by the millions each 
day. You'll also visit the head- 
quarters of the vast nationwide 
Federal Reserve telegraphic net- 
work used for confidential com- 
munication and quick transfer of 
large sums of money by the twelve 
District Banks, the twenty-four 
Branch Banks, and the Board of 
Governors in Washington. 

This latest in the series of films 
available through all the Federal 
Reserve Banks was produced in 
1963 by the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem. It is a 27 minute color film. 

THE FEDERAL RESERVE 
SYSTEM: This film is an excel- 
lent portrayal of the historical back- 
ground of the System and the fund- 
amental points of the Federal Re- 
serve Act as it originally was pro- 
posed. 

This explanatory material begins 
with the ‘“‘money panic” of 1907 and 
continues through the development 
of the System to its present-day 
status. It explains the three prin- 
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cipal ways the System provides fin- 
ancial stability, and demonstrates 
the flexibility of the system, show- 
ing how it has been adapted to 
meet the challenge of changing 
economic conditions. 

A two-reel twenty-two minute 
film, this one was produced by the 
Encyclopedia Britannica Films. It 
is in black and white. 

YOUR MONEY’S WORTH: 
This film discusses the causes of 
inflation and deflation, dealing with 
the available remedies. 

This film is based on an econom- 
ic show, with visual aids, originated 
by the Federal Reserve Bank of 
Richmond. It is a 38 minute color 
film. 

A DAY AT THE FEDERAL 
RESERVE BANK OF CLEVE- 
LAND: This film takes the view- 
er through the daily operations of 
the Federal Reserve Bank of Cleve- 
land. 

The first scene in this film shows 
the opening of the great vault door 
of the bank, which weighs one hun- 
dred tons, the largest door of its 
kind in the world. Pictured are 
the bank vaults which hold deposits 
totaling millions of dollars in both 
coins and currency. 

Produced by the officers and em- 
ployees of the Federal Reserve Bank 
of Cleveland, this is a 22 minute 
black and white film. 

THE FEDERAL RESERVE 
BANK AND YOU: This film 
shows a Federal Reserve Bank in 
operation, and explains how the 
activities of a central banking sys- 
tem touch our everyday lives. 

This educational film tells a 
story which starts with a teacher 
assigning the Federal Reserve Sys- 
tem as the subject for a class re- 
port. It shows a student gathering 
the information for this report from 
the president of a local bank, and 
ae presenting a report to his 
class 


Produced on three reels by the 
Federal Reserve Bank of Minne- 
apolis, this is a 30 minute black 
and white film. 

YOU AND YOUR MONEY: 
This film details in a simplified 
form the story of our monetary 
system, in animated cartoon style. 

It is intended as an easy-to-follow 
lesson in everyday economics, of in- 
terest to everyone concerned with 
the soundness of the dollar. It fol- 
lows your money — Bill Greenstuff 
— as it travels its daily journey 
from hand to hand. 
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Convention Planners Reminded 
Exhibit Package Is Available 


Soon the _ spring convention 
schedule will be in full swing, then 
it will be too late for our “Exhibit 
Package” to help your club in the 
promotion and production of its 
show. 

This package is intended to aid 
sponsoring clubs in the presenta- 
tion of the educational aspects of 
numismatics at its shows, an aspect 
which is too often ignored at the 
local shows. Each “Exhibit Pack- 
age’’ includes all the materials the 
exhibit chairman needs to perform 
his job, from the time the show 


Six Films 


Contd. from Previous Page 

This film is available in either 
black and white or color, and it 
has a running time of 12. minutes. 
It was produced by the Federal Re- 
serve Bank of Richmond. 


The above six films must be ob- 
tained from the Federal Reserve 
Bank in each respective district, 
as these banks are allowed to dis- 
tribute only in their districts. The 
adjoining map has the borders of 
each district drawn in, so that it 
is easy to determine the district in 
which each club is located. 


When ordering these films, the 
secretary should enter the request 
in the name of the club. This re- 
quest must include the full name 
of the film, along with the version 
desired, if the film is available in 
both black and white and color, or 
with and without sound. A state- 
ment must also be included re- 
garding the date on which it is de- 
sired to show the film, and should 
include an alternate date. 


While most of the films men- 
tioned in this initial article are of 
a general monetary nature, future 
installments will list films of a more 
technical nature. These films are 
available from a wide variety of 
organizatons and firms, including 
the American Numismatic Associ- 
ation, the American Bankers Associ- 
ation, the International Nickel 
Company, and others from the 
Federal Reserve Banks. 


date is set and application requests 
begin coming in, until the exhibit 
awards are presented. 

In the preparation of this pack- 
age went many hours of careful 
study and planning, with staff mem- 
bers drawing upon their experience 
in both participant exhibiting and 
exhibit judging. In preparing this 
package we have tried to present 
the perfect package, not only for 
the exhibit package, but also from 
the standpoint of both the exhibit- 
or and judge. 

In all, nearly two years of re- 
search and effort went into the 
preparation of this “Exhibit Pack- 
age” before it was first released in 
September of 1963. While the 
presentation no doubt is not per- 
fect, it is as workable as any first 
effort could be. 

This package is being made avail- 
able to any club sponsoring a show. 
Of immeasurable assistance to the 
exhibit chairman, if it is obtained 
far enough in advance to enable its 
full use, it should be requested at 
least by the time show dates are 
decided upon. 

Those clubs sponsoring conven- 
tions or shows who wish to use one 
of these “Exhibit Packages” in the 
promotion and production of their 
exhibition may obtain the package 
free of charge. To do so, the ex- 
hibit chairman should write to: 
Exhibit Package, Numismatic 
News, Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 


Philly Mint Falls 
Behind On Orders 
For Kennedy Medal 


The demand for the Kennedy 
mint medal, after which the style 
of the new half-dollar is being 
copied, has overwhelmed the Phila- 
delphia Mint since the assassina- 
tion of the late President. It is 
working around the clock to supply 
this unprecedented demand. 
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Club Members 
Can Get Free 
Sample Copies 


To present our publications to 
the greatest number of potential 
subscribers, we ask that club secre- 
taries announce the availability of 
free samples, and the address ot 
which these requests should be sent 
at the next meeting. 


Any club members who are not 
subscribers to either Numismatic 
News or Coins Magazine, or both, 
are invited to send requests for free 
samples. Requests for samples are 
filled as soon as they are received. 


Those who desire to receive a 
free sample copy of either or both 
publications should send their re- 
quest to the Circulation Depart- 
ment, in care of the publication 
desired, Iola, Wisconsin, 54945. 

To make it easier for those who 
are not at present subscribing to 
etiher publication, and who would 
like to examine both, the request 
for both may be addressed to just 
one of the publications, indicating 
in the request that both are desired. 


The mint medal has a bust on 
the obverse which was personally 
approved by Kennedy. The re- 
verse carries the Presidential Seal, 
flanked by torches on either side. 
Below is a passage from his inaugur- 
al address: ‘“‘We shall pay any 
price, bear any burden, meet any 
hardship, support any friend, op- 
pose any foe to assure the survival 
of liberty.” 

A large three inch bronze medal, 
the mint medal is priced at $3.00. 
To order this medal a money order 
or certified check should be sent to 
the Superintendent, U. S. Mint, 
Philadelphia, Pa., 19030. 

When ordering, the collector 
should bear in mind that the mint 
is way behind in the production of 
these medals, allowing several 
weeks for delivery. 
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Some Helpful Hints on 


Promoting And Producing Small Coin Shows 


Recent years have experienced an 
unprecedented growth in the number 
of coin conventions or shows held an- 
nually in both the United States and 
Canada. It is a fact that the present 
time most coin clubs of any size hold at 
least a one day bourse and _ exhibit 
which is open to the public. 

Through the years we have had the 
opportunity to visit hundreds of these 
conventions or shows, both large and 
small. During this time we have formed 
some ideas which we feel are vital to 
the successful promotion and_ produc- 
tion of all conventions or shows, be they 
large or small. 

In this article we will deal with these 
ideas according to their general and 
relative importance. Future issues’ of 
the Club Bulletin will delve into each 
aspect in more detail. 

While most of the suggestions are 
aimed at the small one and two day 
shows, they apply with equal import- 
ance to the larger shows, and in fact, 
here is where their neglect is most ob- 
vious. 


SET SHOW DATE 


When planning a_ show, the date 
should be set as far in advance as pos- 
sible. In settling upon a date, the con- 
vention calendars of the various numis- 
matic publications should be consulted. 
Except in rare instances this will allow 
the picking of a date which will not 
conflict with another show in the gen- 
eral area. 


As soon as a date is picked a notice 
advising of same should be sent to all 
numismatic publications. so that the 
dates can be entered in their conven- 
tion calendars. This in turn allows 
other clubs to know what dates are 
occupied, thus avoiding a second 
chance of conflict. 

Avoiding a conflict in show dates is 
very important in the sponsoring of a 
fully successful show. Aside from vir- 
tually assuring a larger crowd. shows 





taking place on’dates for which there 
are no conflicts promise the attendance 
of more and larger dealers, which in 
itself promises the attendance of more 
collectors. 


SELECT SITE 


Several factors must be taken into 
consideration when selecting the build- 
ing in which the show will be hosted. 
Here perhaps the most important fact- 
or is the amount of floor space which 
will be available for the bourse and ex- 
hibit areas, and their relative conven- 
ience to one another. 

While the aisles through which show 
visitors will mill should be spacious, 
care should be taken that the dealers 
are not given cramped quarters. Aisles 
should be a minimum of about ten feet 
wide, so that the gathering of a group 
will not in most instances hinder the 
general flow. 

Dealers should be provided with table 
space sufficient for the placement of at 
least two normal display cases. Behind 
the table should be ample space for 
the storage of several suitcases, with 
enough room left for the dealer to move 
around in ease. 

Bourse and exhibit areas should be 
separate, though adjoining. When these 
areas are separate the matter of secur- 
ity is easier to handle, as the surveil- 
lance in the exhibit area is easier. This 
is true because in this area most items 
are locked in display cases, and the 
crowds are never as congested. 


OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 


In addition to the physical considera- 
tions, care must also be taken to con- 
sider the convenient availability of 


housing, eating places, parking facilit- 
ies, etc.. when selecting the site for a 
show. When the show is held in a hotel, 
or if it is merely a one day show, the 
problem of housing is not great. In the 
latter case, most collectors will com- 
mute from their home to the show. 
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However, in all other cases it is a 
problem, and care should be taken to 
assure ample facilities. In this regard, 
it should be noted, many small shows 
are turning from inadequate hotels to 
the larger motels or motor inns. With 
these choices in mind, it is often pos- 
sible to bargain for free facilities for 
the bourse and exhibit areas, in the 
case of two day or longer shows, in 
return for registered guests. 


Convenient eating places are very im- 
portant, as collectors, and_ especially 
dealers, do not care to go very far for 
their meals. While it is not necessary 
that eating facilities be available in the 
same building, this is to be encouraged. 
If the eating facilities are outside the 
main building, and bad weather is en- 
countered on the day of the show, this 
will be a black-mark. 


Ample parking space is just as vital 
in the case of a coin show as it is in 
the case of a movie, sporting event, or 
any other form of entertainment. In 
addition to being convenient, be it in a 
private or civic lot, it should be very 
reasonable. 


PROVIDING PUBLICITY 


As soon as the show date and site has 
been selected, the various committees 
and chairmen’ should be = selected; 
bourse, exhibit, publicity, ete. 


Once the publicity chairman is select- 
ed, he should start promoting the show 
immediately, both on the local level, 
and on the national level through the 
various numismatic publications. These 
publications are always anxious to pub- 
licize such events, providing the neces- 
sary details are made available to them. 


While it is good to get publicity at 
any time, it should be kept in mind 
that the best publicity comes in the 
weeks just previous to the presentation 
of a show. To get an adequate amount 
of this advance publicity in the various 
numismatic periodicals, the publicity 
chairman should keep himself fully in- 
formed of the deadlines of each of these 
individual publications. 


The publicity which can be afforded 
by the local press should not be over- 
looked either. There is a latent curios- 
ity in coins present in nearly every 
person, and the one way to reach all 
of them is through the local weekly, 
twice weekly, and daily newspapers. 
Many of these curious people will one 
day be avid collectors and club mem- 
bers, if exposed to the hobby. 


VALUE OF WORD COIN 


Especially when promoting a show 
on the local level, it should be kept in 
mind that few people know what the 
word numismatic means, but that the 
word COIN is the ultimate in simple 
description. This holds over for naming 
the actual show also. 


It is best not to call a show by a 
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name such as, Snow Valley Numisma- 
tic Society Annual Show. In an in- 
stance such as this it would be best to 
call the show, Annual Snow Valley 
COIN Show. In the latter instance the 
name indicates that any visitors. will 
be able to see COINS. 

After the mention of the show name, 
or below it in smaller print on a pla- 
card, it can be indicated that the show 
is sponsored by the Snow Valley 
Numismatic Society. 

Just outside the building in which 
the show is being housed it is good to 
have a sign, during the time of the 
show, which indicates: COIN Show In- 
side, Public Invited. 

Remember, the one most valuable 
word which can and should be used as 
often as possible when promoting a 
show is the word COIN. 


PROMOTE EXHIBITING 


As the thing the general public is 
most interested in seeing is rare coins, 
and these are what make them become 
collectors, it is advisable to encourage 
exhibiting at all shows. Too much con- 
centration on the bourse will only drive 
away the novice. 

Both competitive and non-competi- 
tive exhibiting should be encouraged. 
One way to encourage both forms of 
exhibiting is to guarantee some _ recog- 
nition or award for each display en- 
tered. This always encourages more and 
better exhibits, as everyone likes troph- 
les of recognition. Such awards need 
not be trophies though, they may be 
mere ribbons or certificates of display. 

Along this same line, every show 
should have a short educational pro- 
gram for the more advanced collector. 
It is not necessary that this program 
consist of more than one speaker, but 
an effort should be made to enlist the 
best possible speaker. Here a_ presenta- 
tion will also serve to attract a person 
of higher caliber. 


SECURITY MEASURES 


Show committees should always take 
care in making arrangements for secur- 
ity. Recent years have seen this prob- 
lem grow into a constantly more signi- 
ficant one. If care is taken in the selec- 
tion of the show site, several of the 
security problems will be avoided. 


As pointed out earlier, bourse and 
exhibit areas should be separate, with 
plenty of aisle room provided. If a 
show is not held under crowded cir- 
cumstances the chance of items being 
lifted from dealers tables or exhibits 
are lessened to a great degree, because 
of the ease of observation. 


A maximum of one entrance and one 
exit to both the bourse and_ exhibit 
areas should be used. If possible the 
entrance and exit should be through 
the same door. This means that every- 
one must file past one contained point 
thus somewhat lessening the demands 
on the guards. 


Whenever possible uniformed guards 
should be utilized, and if possible these 
should be off-duty local police. In this 
way, if something should happen, the 
full facilities of the police department 
are put to work immediately. When 
private detective agencies are used, this 


is not always the case, as there is often 
bitter competition between the private 
and public protective agencies. 


DEALER REQUIREMENTS 


As previously indicated, a dealers 
table space should be wide enough to 
accommodate at least two normal dis- 
play cases, with plenty of room. be- 
hind for storage and movement. In addi- 
tion the table should be covered with 
a cloth, and one display case should 
be provided. Four chairs should also 
be provided, two for behind the _ table, 
and two in front for customers. 

When arranging the tables in the 
bourse area, care should be taken to 
assure that either a wall or another 
dealer will be immediately behind each 
dealer. By placing tables in these ar- 
rangements the dealer does not have to 


worry about  non-dealer individuals 
wandering around behind his _ table, 


thus he only has to watch one side of 
his table. 

If it is not possible to have all deal- 
ers arranged with their backs to a wall 
or another dealer, it is advisable to 
place a screen to their back. 

For the dealer and collector alike, the 
bourse room should have good overhead 
lighting. Many dealers have individual 
table lamps, but there are those who do 
not. Poor lighting always restricts bus- 
iness, and if a dealer is not happy he 
will not return the next year. 

Each dealer who purchases a bourse 
space should be provided with a large 
place card which includes his name and 
city. These cards are generally dis- 
played on the table, or behind it, for 
all to see. A collector always likes to 
know who he is dealing with, without 
the necessity of having to ask, and 
place cards will accomplish this. In 
addition, they add class to the show. 


REGISTRATION 


Most of the small shows are turning 
to free registration. Free registration 
encourages larger crowds, with regis- 
tration fees only tending to hold down 
the size of the crowd. If a fee is to be 
charged, it should only be a_ token 
amount. 


In most cases dealers prefer to pay 
a higher bourse fee, with free registra- 
tion for collectors and public. With a 
larger crowd assured, the dealer will 
enjoy more business, which will offset 
the higher bourse fee, many times in 
most cases. 

With free registration, many clubs 
also have an optional registration for 
door prizes. These prizes take the form 


of proof sets, gold coins, or other 
numismatic items. Usually registration 


tickets for these door prizes are sold for 
25c each, or five for $1.00. or similar- 
ly. 

Regardless of whether registration is 
paid or free, every person entering the 
show should be provided with some 
type of identification. This enables each 
collector to know who the other is. and 
enables the dealer to know who he is 
dealing with. 

This identification need not be any- 
thing more than a white file card with 
the name printed or typed thereon. 
This card is then pinned to the persons 
shirt or jacket. So that a smooth flow 
of visitors will be assured past the regis- 
tration table, it is necessary that these 
tables be amply staffed. 


MISCELLANEOUS 
CONSIDERATIONS 


As dealers prefer to get down to bus- 
iness as soon as they arrive at a show, 
most like to purchase their bourse space 
in advance as a package deal. This will 
prevent them from having to stand in 
line at registration tables after arriving. 

These package deals for dealers gen- 


erally include bourse space, registra- 
tion, program, meals, and any other 


services which are available. It is also 
good to have someone available who 
can go out and get water, coffee, sand- 
wiches, ete., for the dealers, as it is 
often hard for them to leave long 
enough to get a regular meal. 

When bourse spaces are first tend- 
ered, it is best to have a bourse floor 
plan laid out, with all tables indicated 
by number. If this is done, and _ loca- 
tions are providing according to order 
of receipt, no arguments should arise 
among the dealers regarding their loca- 
tions. 

As the wives of many. exhibitors, 
dealers, and other collectors are not in- 
terested collectors themselves, it is good 
to plan some side activity for them. 
This activity does not have to be a 
fashion show. Industrial or historical 
tours have proven extremely popular in 
most cases. 

In this regard it is good for the con- 
vention committee to obtain any avail- 
able brocures from the local Chamber 
of Commerce, which provide informa- 
tion on local points of interest. If these 
are available at the registration desk, 
many collectors and their families will 
find them to be of interest, making the 
visit to the show city even more inter- 
esting. 


SUMMARY 


While the publicity committee is pro- 
ducing the bulk of the publicity for a 
show, the other committees should al- 
so be providing publicity on their speci- 
fic aspects of the show. While this pub- 
licity should be generated by these in- 
dividual committees, it should be 
cleared through the publicity commit- 
tee. 

In addition to providing publicity cov- 
ering the activities of their individual 
committees, the bourse and exhibit com- 
mittees should be actively engaged in 
retaining top dealers and_ exhibitors. 
With dealers, it is best to go for qual- 
ity rather than quantity, so far as num- 
bers are concerned. With exhibitors, it 
is good to encourage the attendance of 
at least one top non-competitive ex- 
hibitor. 

After the show is over a full report 
on all activities should be forwarded to 
all publications which provided _ad- 
vance publicity. While this publicity 
obviously will not help so far as_ the 
just completed show is concerned, it 
will help when the next show is_ held. 
The report of a successful show always 
tends to draw more visitors the next 
time. 

In closing this article it must be 
kept in mind that all of the sugges- 
tions discussed in the article are neces- 
sarily clothed in general terms. How- 
ever, all are founded on well proven, 
theories. More detailed discussions of 
the individual aspects of show promo- 
tion will be undertaken in_ articles 
which will appear in future issues of 
the Club Bulletin. 
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